Abstract Both Raynaud's phenomenon and the presence of antinuclear antibodies are uncommon features of malignant disease and the association of both with a malignancy extremely rare. The case is reported of a 78 year old woman who presented with Raynaud's phenomenon and positive antinuclear antibodies related to adenocarcinoma of unknown primary site.
Raynaud's phenomenon is a vascular disorder characterised by episodes of abnormal digital vasospasm in the hands and sometimes in the feet. These episodes occur in response to cold or emotional stress and produce one or more colour changes. The most common sequence is an initial pallor followed by cyanosis and rubor, but incomplete episodes are more common. ' The prevalence in the general population has been estimated as 4 8 The presence of antinuclear antibodies is common in connective tissue diseases, but they have been associated with malignancies, also. Moreover, it has been suggested that malignant disease should be suspected in patients with a positive antinuclear antibody test in whom there is no evidence of connective tissue disease or drugs taken associated with antinuclear antibody induction. '(2 These antibodies are probably an epiphenomenon and are usually detected in a low titre.4 12 The speckled pattern found in the case reported here has often been found associated with malignancies and it seems to be related to novel specific antigenic determinants.43
The association of Raynaud's phenomenon and a positive antinuclear antibody test is common in connective tissue diseases, such as scleroderma and systemic lupus erythematosus, but extremely rare in malignant diseases.4
In this patient, with metastatic adenocarcinoma of unknown primary site, there was no evidence of any signs or symptoms of aetiological factors that might explain the antinuclear antibodies in a malignancy. 
